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Where:
New Edinburgh Park
(Off Stanley Avenue in New Edinburgh)

When:
Saturday, August 11th, 2007
- 7:00 PM to 11:00 PM

Who:
Everyone is welcome
- Attendance by donation!

The 4th Annual Ottawa Lumière Festival
is a chance to celebrate the magic and
beauty of light. The Festival is a evening
of dazzling performers, magical lanterns,
wonderful costumes and beautiful
music!

Visit the Lumière Festival online
at:www.lumiereottawa.com
or call 613-745-2742
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To entice families with young chil-
dren to visit, the museum is holding
scavenger hunts and placing toy dogs
— modelled after King’s cherished
Irish terrier, called Pat — in rooms
throughout the building. The children
spot the toy dogs, mark the location of
the animal on a diagram of the house,
then enter a draw to win the animal.
The museum sells the toys for $19.95.

David Flemming, president of Her-
itage Ottawa, says historical puritans
may scoff at such “gimmicky” tech-
niques, but they are good tools for get-
ting people into the building to see
what’s there.

“There’s a lot of competition here,”
says Mr. Flemming, who has experi-
ence in running museums. “People
come here (to Ottawa) and they want
to see the glitz.”

Christina Tessier, director of the By-
town Museum, says that in a smaller
city, Laurier House would be “a pre-
mier site,” but in Ottawa it’s crowded
by bigger museums that are “destina-
tion sites.”

“What we see in Ottawa is a city that
is kind of museum-spoiled. We have
wonderful national institutions, on a
massive scale. The smaller institu-
tions can often be overshadowed,”
says Ms. Tessier. “If the National
Gallery’s got Renoir on, you know. You
can’t miss it.

“People just aren’t really aware of
Laurier House and aware that it’s
something worthwhile to go visit,”
says Ms. Tessier, who says even some
Sandy Hill residents aren’t aware of

the place. Among people who know
that it exists, many dismiss the home
of prime ministers as boring, says Ms.
Tessier. “They don’t really give it a
chance,” she says.

In an age of interactive exhibits at
big museums like the Canadian Muse-
um of Civilization and the Museum of
Science and Technology, it can be dif-
ficult for a traditional small museum
— featuring artifacts that cannot be

touched if they are to be preserved —
to compete.

Laurier House, which features
pieces that King collected from
around the world, has two rooms
which — according to King’s will —
must be kept as they were left.

Ms. Tessier says spending some
money on new programs and market-
ing is essential. Her museum, the By-
town, has increased attendance by
more than 20 per cent this year with
re-designed exhibits and some mar-
keting, with financial help from the
city.

“Marketing dollars really do make a
difference,” says Ms. Tessier. “I know
taxpayers have trouble with the idea
that they’re spending money on mar-
keting something. But they do have to
market. We’re competing with movie
theatres and video games and shop-
ping malls, and all kinds of other
places.”

Ms. Johnson says the museum
would like to do more marketing, but
its operating funds are very limited,
only about $122,000.

King’s other gift to the Canadian
people, his large country property in
Gatineau Park, Mackenzie King Es-
tate, has been more eagerly embraced
by Canadians. The estate, which fea-
tures ruins, gardens, a restaurant,
walking trails and King’s old cottage,
is considered a destination attraction
worthy of a special trip.

The National Capital Commission,
which runs the property, heavily pro-
motes it and estimates that in 2007, al-
most 16,000 visitors had been there by
the end of July.

House: ‘There’s a lot of competition’

BY KATIE DAUBS

Marc Charette remembers the day
his father died from cancer. He got
the call at 2 p.m. Then he DJ’d a wed-
ding. 

“I’m a big believer in partying and
dancing,” he said of his decision. “It’s
all about celebrating life.”

That’s why he’ll be spinning the
discs at the second annual Dancing in
the Streets celebration Aug. 18.

Since 2001, Mr. Charette has lost two
brothers and both parents to cancer.

“You have to look past it. You have
to keep going.”

Those touched by cancer are invited
to do just that on Bank Street, which
will be closed from Glebe Avenue to
Fifth Avenue from noon to 11:00 p.m.

There will be two stages with free
performances by artists, including
Ana Muira, African Guitar Summit
and Ashley MacIsaac. 

There will be reptiles, entertainers
and bouncy castles for children, and
swing, ballroom and belly dance
demos for just about anyone. 

Organizers said the main goal is to
celebrate life. And they said there’s no
better way to do that than by dancing. 

Lise Paquet knows that. Eighteen

months ago, she was diagnosed with
breast cancer. Yesterday, she helped
launch the event, telling the crowd,
“every single day I’m surviving.”

Around the same time Ms. Paquet
received her diagnosis, the president
and CEO of the Ottawa Regional Can-
cer Foundation, Linda Eagen, received
a call from someone who had beaten it
— TV personality and newsman Max
Keeping. 

“He said, ‘I’ve beaten it, I want to
celebrate life. I want to dance in the
streets’.” 

And so Mr. Keeping, Ms. Paquet and
12,000 others did.

Organizers said there was such a
positive response that the network of
support has grown, and they hope
even more cancer survivors, friends
and family members will be out next
weekend for the free party, which Mr.
Keeping predicts will turn Bank Street
into a “Cape Breton kitchen party.” 

Organizers said they need volun-
teers for the event, and also invite the
public to share their stories of sur-
vival.

Potential volunteers can call the Ot-
tawa Regional Cancer Foundation at
613-247-3527.  Stories can be shared on-
line at: www.dancinginthestreets.ca.

Celebrants to dance
in the face of cancer

P U B L I C  M E E T I N G S

All public meetings will be held at Ottawa City Hall, 110 Laurier Avenue West,
unless otherwise noted.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 14

Business Advisory Committee
4 p.m., Colonel By Room

Information: 613-580-2424, 
ext. 28934

Wednesday, August 15

Joint Transportation
Committee and Transit
Committee
9:30 a.m., Andrew S. Haydon Hall

• Rapid Transit Environmental 
Assessments – Response to
27 June 2007 Motion of Council

• Near-Term Transportation
Investment Options

Information: 613-580-2424, ext. 21385

Accessibility Advisory
Committee

4 p.m., Champlain Room

Information: 613-580-2424, ext. 28934

Thursday, August 16

Community and Protective
Services Committee
9:30 a.m., Champlain Room

• Allocation of Cultural Capital
Funding Contribution

• Mayor’s Task Force
- Somali Youth Initiative

• Ottawa Public Library 
Annual Report – 2006

• City of Ottawa Services 
and Programs – Trans Fat Free

Information: 613-580-2424, ext. 21624

Agenda listings do not refl ect the complete
agenda and are subject to change. Only items
that are deemed to be of public interest are listed. 
You can confi rm agenda items by calling the committee
information number.  Final committee agendas are
available on the City’s Web site at ottawa.ca
or by calling 613-233-INFO (613-233-4636).

Agendas:
Pick up: City Hall

Reference: All Client Service Centres

Online: ottawa.ca

Prepared by Business Transformation 

Services

10432454

Simultaneous interpretation in both official languages is available for any specific agenda item 
by calling the committee information number at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting.
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JEAN LEVAC, CANWEST NEWS SERVICE

Alana Hock and others party on during a promotion for Dancing in the Street.

Ontario’s former premiers, the years they
served and the location of their graves:

John Sandfield Macdonald, 1867-1871,
St. Andrew’s Cemetery, Cornwall.    
Edward Blake, 1871-1872, St. James’
Cemetery, Toronto.    
Sir Oliver Mowat, 1872-1896, Mount
Pleasant Cemetery, Toronto    
Arthur Sturgis Hardy, 1896-1899, 
Greenwood Cemetery, Brantford.
Sir George William Ross, 1899-1905,
Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Toronto.    
Sir James Pliny Whitney, 1905-1914,
Morrisburg, near Chrysler’s Farm 
Battlefield.    
Sir William Howard Hearst, 1914-1919,
Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Toronto.
Ernest Charles Drury, 1919-1923, Union
Hill Cemetery, Crown Hill.    
George Howard Ferguson, 1923-1930,
Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Toronto.    
George Stewart Henry, 1930-1934,
Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Toronto.    
Mitchell Frederick Hepburn, 1934-1942,
St. Thomas Cemetery, St. Thomas.    
Gordon Daniel Conant, 1942-1943, Os-
hawa Mausoleum, Oshawa.    
Harry Corwin Nixon, 1943, St. George’s
United Cemetery, St. George’s.    
George Alexander Drew, 1943-1948,
Woodlawn Cemetery, Guelph.    
Thomas Laird Kennedy, 1948-1949, 
Dixie Union Cemetery, Mississauga.    
Leslie Miscampbell Frost, 1949-1961,
Riverside Cemetery, Lindsay.    
John Parmenter Robarts, 1961-1971,
St. James’ Cemetery, Toronto.    
Frank Miller, 1985, Lakeview Cemetery,
Gravenhurst.  

Premiers: ‘It was 
great news’
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His tombstone was moved to a
church near Morrisburg after a hydro
dam and subsequent creation of Lake
St. Lawrence flooded his boyhood
home near Crysler’s Farm during the
1950s. But the remains were left un-
derwater.

Ironically, it was Mr. Whitney’s Con-
servative government that created On-
tario Hydro in the early 20th century. 

Mr. Brownell, the chief legislative
campaigner in favour of installing
flags and plaques, visited a number of
sites across the province last summer
with other MPPs, laying wreaths and
taking a good look at several tomb-
stones. His bill passed second reading,
but went no further once the Ontario
legislature prorogued in early June in
advance of this fall’s election.

But 60 municipalities pledged sup-
port for his plan, provided the flags
and plaques comply with bylaws and
the wishes of the premiers’ families. 

“It was really great news,” said Mau-
reen McAlear, a member of the Corn-
wall Township Historical Society who
attended yesterday’s ceremony in St.
Andrew’s West — also the resting
place of explorer Simon Fraser. 

BRUNO SCHLUMBERGER, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

A portrait of William Lyon Mackenzie
King’s mother and other family pictures
are among the immense collection of
memorabilia in Laurier House.
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John Sandfield Macdonald.
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Superior Court Justice Denis Power
earlier this year ruled there was an
agreement, and said the party’s claim
that Mr. Riddell had breached an im-
plicit confidentiality clause did not
nullify the agreement.

Despite the favourable court ruling
for Mr. Riddell, the prime minister and
the party have so far failed to reach an
out-of-court settlement with Mr. Rid-
dell, and Mr. Harper instead plans to
argue he cannot be compelled to an-
swer Mr. Riddell’s allegations directly
while Parliament is in session.

But parliamentary expert Joe Main-
got, whose book on the subject of par-
liamentary privilege has become a ref-
erence text for parliamentarians as
well as lawyers, says the protection is
not available to MPs who are being
sued or are part of a legal action.

“A member is elected to serve in
Parliament,” Mr. Maingot said. “What
he says and does in Parliament is im-
mune. Outside, he’s like everybody
else.”

Mr. Maingot said parliamentary
privilege protects only sitting MPs
from being forced to testify as witness-
es in cases involving someone else.

Privilege: Only in Parliament
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Chris and Laurie Green came from
Centretown to check it out with their
five-year-old son, Carson. 

“We watch shows on TV about big
machinery,” said Mr. Green. “The ma-
chine they’re using is one we’ve seen.”

The family was enthusiastic about
the speed of the project and Ms. Green
said she and Carson would be back to-
morrow.

“It’s good that it’s going to take two
days instead of two years,” said Mr.

Green.
Not everyone shared the Greens’ en-

thusiasm. 
“I think the actual transfer is going

to be like watching paint dry,” said
Randy Kemp, who rode by on his bike.
He said he’ll look for time-lapse pho-
tographs online.

To Mr. Kemp, the most exciting part
will be how easily the old bridge
comes out. “That’s the part I’m curi-
ous about. If there’s a snag, you’ll have
a big problem, because the Queens-
way would have to stay closed.”

Bridge: Two days, not two years

 Inflammatory bowel disease often strikes  teenagers  and  young  adults .

 Support our mission to find the cure.
 For more information, visit our website at www.ccfc.caor call  1-800-387-1479
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